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How Firm a Foundation?
The Christian Right, the
Republican Party, and the South

In the past forry years the Sourh
has rraveled a slow, and sometimes
uneven, path of partisan rransicion,
Onee a cornerstone of the New Deal
caalirion, white southerners are now
maore Republican than ever befare:
The GOPs power has comtinued 10
expand in the South at all levels of
government, and, arguably, the South
iz mow the foundation of the modern
Republican Party Much of the pargys
leadership is southern—George W
Dush, Dick Armey, Bill Trist, and Tom
Delay and the region contributes a
disproportionate number of the party’s
presidental electoral vores and con-
gressional seats, More than half {54
percent) of Georze W. Bush’s electoral
votes were southern, and one-thivd of
Republican members of Congress are
southern.

As the South has become more
crucial to the Repub!icans, CONSETVA:
tive Christians have become more
vital to the party. Certaindy, there is a
link between these phenomena, for
the South has more conservative
Christians than any other section of
the country, and given their inlluence
in the region, and the region’s inllu-
enee on the GOT it is casy 1o wnder-
stand their increased importance o
the party. The *Christian Right” linds
wany ol its beaders in the Seuth
(Falwell, Robertson, and Reed), and
iy ol the hishest prolile ollicehold-
ers within the movement—Mike
Huckabee {ARY, Tim Hulchinson
CAR), Toe Barton (TX), Robin Hayes
(N, Fob James (AL David Beasley
500, and Dave Weldon (F1LO—are

southerners, This overlap between the
parrys souchern roars and the regions
religions conservatism causes some
observers to view the Christian Right
as a source of contention rather than
stremgth, There may be a clash, then,
between the socially conservative/pol-
icy motivated Christian Rightists and
the GOPs more waditional base of
economic conservatives. If such a
division exists, the electorate should
offer ample evidence of this chasm.

A preliminary analysis of the
South’s electoral context provides
some inudpuing insights in the
Bepublican Party. To begin, conserva-
tive Christian candidates arve not very
comman, even in the South.
According to the data {which are
based on an examination of U5
Senate, U5, House, and gubernatorial
electioms in the South from 1994
2000) reported in the table, only &
percent (41 of 4000 of all canclidates
were classified (according to media
coverage, interviews, and political
experts within the vegion) as
Cluistian Right candidales. So, it
appears the Christian Right is actually
under-represented in the politics of
the South,

W can pel a better handle oo the
politics ol e region by comparing
the electeral dyoamics surrounding
Christian Right Republicans s Wheic
Republicun counlerparts, As seen in
the lable, both kinds of candidales
were roughly equally successlul,
Christian Right candidates won 59
pereent {24 of 41) of ther contests,
while other Republicans were victor-
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ous in 82 percent (285 of $58) of their
races. Heal differences emerged, howey-
er, heneath the surface of these suceess
rates. Christian Right candidates were
shightly more likely to draw primary
apposition (41 percent vs, 34 percent),
Such opposition, even il minimal, [oroes
Christian Right candidates 1o expend
more reseurces in the nomination phase
of the campaign, leaving lewer political,
financial, and personal resources lor the
general election campaign which could
be critical in close gencral eleclivns.
Also, Christian Right candidates did
worse as incumbents when compared (o
tellow Republicans (78 percent 1o 98
percent). 5o, once entrenched in office,
Christian Right candidates could not, ar
least to Ulwe same extenl as their
Republican counlerparts, capitalize on
their incumbeney status, Perhaps,
though these dala do not directly
address it Christian Right office holders
alicnated portions of the electorate by
advoruling u Christian Bight agenda,
Finally, there were sipmbicant differ-
vnees in how Christian Right candidares
did in open seat elections. Repuhlicans
weuy Upel sedl contests two=thirds of the
time (67 percenty, while Chrstian Right
candidates succeeded in enly 40 pereent
al their open seat elections, In the most

compelitive circumstances, then, when
quality candidates penerally emerge
[ream both parties, Christnan Righe can-
diclales strugpled.

Conclusions hased on these dara musr
B tentative, hut even allewing for such
cautivn, there are sipmficant differences
i hows the electorate in the Sonrh
responds (o various Republican candi-
dates, These diserepancies, ar first hlush,
meay 10 part he due o how those candi-
dates interact with the mare conservative
reliyious elements wirhin their electoral
contexts. By advocanng the policies maost
f.:nmmnnly assoetared wirh the Christian

Righr, whether through electioneering
or governance, candidates might risk
alienaring significant portions of the
electorare. ‘This alienation may cost

the Republican Parry some seats in the
houth, and fewer L% ouse and U5,
henate geats in the South could conceiv.
ahly cost the Republican Party contral of
these very closely divided chambers. The
O southern foundation, then, may
nol be as stable a5 often assumed, and
thiz instability might diminish the parns
chances to become a majority party in
the South and the country,

Christian Right Republican Candidates Compared

to Other Republicans in Southern Elections, [994-2000
(LS. 5enate? LS. Tlouse, and Gubernatorial Elections)

Christian Right
Republicem Candidates

 Republican Candidates

Cooperative Research Project on Clergy in American Public Life

The Henry Institute has been coordi-
naling a mmjer covperiadive study progect
an the role that clergy play in American
religious and public lite, The project has
cugaged dillerent seholars 1o study the
rarticitlar denaminarions with which
they are associated, The study, using pri-
tllal‘il}' A COMILIALL £LOre LlLlE':Hl.il:”'ln:.“r{":1
has invalved survevs of clergy from the
following religious bodies: American
Baptists; Seuthern Baptist Convention;
Disciples of Christ, Churches of Christ;
Lvangelical Lutheran Church ol
America, Lutheran Church, Missouri

Synoed; Presbyterian Chureh, 115 A
Preshyterian Church in America;
Reformed Church in America; Christian
Relurmuad Church in Moerth America;
Limired Methodist Church; MNazarene
Church; Assemblies of God, Evangelical
Free Church; Mennonite Chureh;
Chureh of God in Christ Aflvican
Methodist Episcopal, Roman Catholic
Church; as well as rabhis from various
different |ewish traditions.

Panels devoted (o presenlations relat-
ed to the project have been held ac the
Armerican Molirical Science Association,

the Society far the Scientific Study of
Religion, the Southern Political Science
Assuciation, and the Symposiom on
Religion and Polities. In addirion,
papers brom the cooperalive projecl will
be published in a theme issue m the
Journal for the Scientific Study of
Religion {Spring 2004}, Tt is anticipated
thal several volumes will be lortheom-
ing from the project, including an initial
edited volume with chapters that will
leeus on elergy Trom each of the denom-
narions sidied.



Myths, Lies, and Soundbites: Reactions

to President Bush’s Faith-Based Initiative

Each year, The Henry Institute spon-
sors the annnal Henry Lecture that features
a noved] Christian practitioner w address
some aspect of the interplay bepween the
Christian faith and politics. In order to
keep the lecrures nonpartisan, the Institute
has esrablished a yearly rotation, with a
Republican speaking one vear and o
Dernocraric official the next On April 29,
2002, Prafessor Stephen W Monsma ol
'epperdine Universite delivered the sixth
such lecture, following former 1.5,
senators Marl Hatfield of Oregon, Paul
Simon of Minois, Dan Coats of [ndiao,
LLS. Representative John Lewis of Georgia,
and Paul Hillegonds, former Speaker of the
Michigan House of Representalives. A
Dernocrat, D Monsma had been, prior Lo
his accepting his position at Peppendine
University, a colleague ol Paul Henry hath
at Calvin College and in e Michigan
Legislature, Between 1972 und 1987, he
served o the Michigan legislature, bodhom
the House of Representatives and in the
Senate, and then in the state execulive
branch, as a member of the Micligan
Mawral Resowrces Commission and Lhen
in the Michigan Department ol Social
Services. Since 1987, he has served al
Pepperdine University: He s the authior of
many boolks, including (but ot limied
tol: The Challenge of Fluralisem, Church and
State in Five Dervocracies; When Sacred aned
Secular Mix: Religious Noaprofit
Organizarions and Public Money; Positive
MNeutratity: Letting Relipious Frevdom Ring,
and Pursuing Justice in o Sinful Wrld,

T his adddeess, Prolessor Monsma
noted that President Bushy laith-hased
nitiative has been sltacked by those on
both sides ol the political specioum
While those on e lefi fear thar Bushs
program would abdicare che givvern-
ments responsibility to care for the
pout, Lthuse on the righe dislike the pro-
posal Decause they Tear it wonld give the
governmenl o much influence over
religiows vrganizations.,

Muonsma noted that opponents
advancs four main myths with regard to
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the nitiarive. The firar myth is that such
an iniriative is uneonstitational.
Memsma attacked this myth by noting
that church-state Taw ends to be
armbiguous, with many past Supreme
Court decistons related to the earablish-
ment clanse being somewhar winding, if
nol cirniradictory, in natire, In addition
Lir this Tepal ambignity, Mensma further
nisted thar the funding of public services
provided by a charitable organization is
far different than the lunding of the core
rituals of a religious teadition. The for
mer may well he constiturional, while
the larter clearly is not

A second common mvih is that there
is i evidence thar faith-based social ser-
vices are more effective than secular
social services. Monsma generally dlis-
missed this myth, Le fivst discussed such
fairh hased progeams as Teen Challenge
and Prison Fellowship—programs Ut
have proven records of success, Then he
neted that Catholic schools in the inner
city often outpertorm their secular coun-
terparts. And, finally, he pointed out tuat
persenal religiosity is consistently associ-
ated with many desivable secial behay-
iors, Thus, while there have been rela-
tively Few careful, empivical, compuralive
program evaluation studies as vel,

Monsma’s review ol the available -
dence strongly suggests thal programs
that incorpovate w luith component can,
and Treguently do, reveal an ellectiveness
that is unmatched when less holistic
apmoaches are adopted,

The third mvth is the most serious,
and damaging, misconceplion ol charita-
ble choice—namely thal (e initiative
would give cliaeities o new avenue by
which to practice discrimination in
emplovinent. Monsma noled that the
legal tacts show vlherwise, as fach-hazed
agencies have long had the right o con-
sider religious alliliativn when making
emploviment decisions. Maoreover, this
right has been upheld by a unanimons
Supremne Courl ruligg in Corporation of
Presiding Bishop v Amos (19587

Finally, the [ourth commaon myrh is
that e lunding of fith-based charica-
ble ugencies radically departs from exist-
ing praciice. Onee again, an examina-
Livn ol current practices reveals thar
muny [aith-hased organizations have
Lony received governmental funding for
therr socials service programs. Thus, the
Luith-hased initianve proposal, aceording
Lix Momnsma, wonld anly salidify the
husis om which such agencies receive
povernmenral funds.

continued an page 4



l!.l!.:ri.'..:'ln'.lr'tl:l_l.'I-'|'.'l P 3

In the second half of his address, Dr,
Monsma outlined two different perspec-
tives that generally undergind the inlense
opposition to the Presidents proposal.
libertarianism and statism. Libertarians
temel to assume that relving on laith-
based organizations to provide social scr-
vices will result in a reduced role [or gov-
ermmnent as well as lower taxes: When
this does not happen, their support tends
to wane. Those with a stalist perspectlive
tendd to expect that faith-lased vrganiza-
tions will act as agents of the govern-
ment. When they lind that these organi-
cations mainlain their distinet religious
perspectives, they belivve that this resulis
in “diserimination and favoridism.”

Aomore reasonable ramework by
which to approach the issue, according
L Munssima, i5 o pluralist perspectivee.

Pluralists typically preler a more exivn-
sive, vet less intensive, role [or govern-
wenl. The government should, aceord-
i e this perspeotive, play a role
covrdindling social services by emporas
ering, nol rr:p’tza.r.inyr ar .'-iupp]anting,
olher sociul structures. Under this
rubrie, government would pive nonprofs
il vrpanizations as much independence
s pussible, while stll holding them
accountahle to pubhe needs. This
roughly parallels both Abraham
Kuypers idea of sphere sovereignty and
the Catholic coneept of subsudiarity
Momnsma conchided hy contending
thar the plurahst understanding of gov-
ernment and sociery is valuahle and con-
sistenit with the Christian fairh. Polirics
is impaortane, he declaved, and for the
Christian it 1s a special calling. However,
a sense of halance is necessary, righifully

tiseerning whar can be accomplished by
social struetures and what can only be
accomplished by God. Christians know
that peace. jusrice, and equity can never
be achieved by public policy alone.
Human kneseledge is not unlimired; our
fallihility is too grear. Changes wrought
by humans come unsteadily, and often
gven The smallest changes are accom-
plished omly with great effort. However,
working o bever the condition of
mankind, while still cognizant of human
fallibilite and tough opposition, is the
task 1o which Paul [lenry and other
Christians are called. Professor Monsma
ended his rallk by exhorting Christian
helievers to answer that call,

The full text of the lectre can be found
on our website at wwwcglvin eduheney?

Pollsters and Parishioners: A Graduate Student
Workshop on Survey Research and American Religion

The Henry Institute is sponsoring ils
second summer worlsshop on the use of
strvey tesearch in the study of American
religion. The worlshop will be held at
Cabvin College from Saturday, Juby 19, 10
Sarurday, July 23, 2003, and led by
Corwin Smidt, Director of The Hewry
Instituke. T addition, Jolm Green (lenta-
tivel af the University ol Akron, along
with James Guth and Lyman Kellstedt of
Turman University, will parlicipate in
leading the workshop,

The workshop will combine insiruc-
tion on the conceplualizalion and med-
surement el religivn in survey rescarch
with magor sezments el lme devoted (o

data analyvsis using meajur daty sels on
religion and politics, The instructors
will work clesely with smull groups of
participants,

Graduale studenls and recent PhD.
graduates in suciolopy, political science,
and reluted disciplines are invited o
apply. Prelerence will be green o cureent
graduate students. The selection process
is compelitive, and vaelve participants
will b chesen Irom the pool of apph-
varls. The Henry Institute will provide
travel costs o Calvin College as well as
room and haoard on campus ar Calvins
new Prince Conference Center
Participant qualifications include an
interest i the smdy of American religion

ut the mass pachhic and fmaliaviy with
personal computers and SPS% software.
TProspective parricipants shouled
submil a letter of terest, enrrenlam
vita, ome letrer of recommendarion
and ome sample of scholarly wriring 1o
Corwin Smidre, Director of The Henry
Imstitare, Calwvin College, 3201 Burton
StoSE, Grand Rapids, M1 44546
Materials mmst he received by
Monday, Febrnary 17, 2003 Parricipanis
will be selecred by Monday, March 17,
HF Por further information, contact
Corwin Smide at the above address, by
phone at LB Y37 62535, or via email at
silid@ealvin edu,



First Biennial Religion and Politics Symposium

The Henry Insritute hosted is
[irst biennial Symposium on Religion
and Polities, May %4, 2002 The
symposinm hrought together more
than 100 schelars from the fields of
palitieal seience, sociology, history,
anid religions sidies. Scholars came

frovm across the Linired States and
Canada, wirh even some international
vepresentanion ouside the Morth
America continent. Approximately 25
panels, invalving move than 73 papers,
were arranged as part of the program.
The intent of the svmposinm is
provide a distinct opportuniey for
scholars working in different disciples
o come tegether in ovder to present
papers related 1o their current research,
foster personal and professional
networks, facilitate joint research
endeavars, and learn about research
\ opportunities in the Held, While the
symposium drew considerable interest
among established schelars in e lield,
it particularly attracted Interest and
invelvement among graduate students
and young scholars. Tt is hoped that
the Symposium on Religion aud Politics
v will play an important vele both in
: encouraging voung schalars and in
fostering research in the ficld, Mark
you calendars tor the Second Bicinial
Symposium on Religion and Politios
which is scheduled o be held au the
new Prince Conderence Cenler sl Calvin
College, April 29 — May 1, 2004,
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Scholarly Presentations and Discussions
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