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PURPOSE:

This instrument was developed to give instructors input on the actual climate within a class in order to evaluate how conducive that atmosphere is to learning. No one questions that the context in which learning takes place influences directly the kind and quality of learning which occurs. Most instructors work to create a constructive and positive classroom climate. This form offers input as to how well an instructor is accomplishing this objective. Moreover, the form can also be used to give an instructor input on the kind of classroom climate students prefer. Knowing something about the climate students prefer and knowing something about their reaction to the actual climate in this class gives the instructor a clear sense of where changes might need to be made. The questionnaire is designed for use in small classes, seminars, or tutorials. It is not suitable for rating lecture or laboratory classes.

ADMINISTRATION:

Distribute copies of the form to students explaining why you are interested in this information and what you intend to do with the results. The version of the form that follows includes instructions if the form is to be used to assess student reactions to the actual environment of a given course. If you wish to use the form to get input as the environment students prefer, change the directions to read: "The purpose of this questionnaire is to find out your opinions about the classroom environments you prefer. Indicate your opinion …” Also adjust the scale descriptions to read "that it describes the classroom environment you prefer." As with other forms in this collection, interesting comparisons can be made if the instructor completes the form along with the students.

INTERPRETATION:

Following the instrument are scoring instructions. If you intend to complete the form yourself, do not read further.

After you and the students have completed the instrument, consult the scoring sheet. Note first that the numbers of some of the items on the scoring sheet are underlined. Those items are worded negatively which means they must be scored by reversing the scale. The second formula in Step I does this for you‑‑allowing you then to interpret all the scores on a single scale. The form offers input about the classroom climate in seven different areas. Following the instructions on the scoring sheet, go ahead and score the individual items. We encourage you to look at the categories, noting which ones you scored highly on or regard as especially important aspects of the instructional climate. Student assessments in those areas might be more important and relevant in light of your objectives or course goals. Results which compare students' actual assessment of the climate and their preferred classroom environments should also be looked at for general trends and major differences. You might spend time considering or discussing with students ways the climate in the class might be changed. What could you do differently? What could the students change?

SOURCE:

This instrument was developed by Barry J. Fraser, David F. Treagust, and Norman C. Dennis of Western Australian Institute of Technology. Research describing the development and validation of the instrument appears in Studies in Higher Education, Vol. 11, No. 1, 1986. The instrument is reprinted with their permission.

CLASSROOM CLIMATE INVENTORY

DIRECTIONS:

The purpose of this questionnaire is to find out your opinions about the class you are attending right now. The questionnaire assesses your opinion about what this class is actually like. Indicate your opinion about each questionnaire statement by writing the appropriate initial in the blank:

S A
if you STRONGLY AGREE
that it describes what this class is actually like.

A
if you AGREE
that it describes what this class is actually like.

D
if you DISAGREE
that it describes what this class is actually like.

S D
if you STRONGLY DISAGREE 
that it describes what this class is actually like.

______
1.
The instructor considers students' feelings.

______
2.
The instructor talks rather than listens.

______
3.
The class is made up of individuals who don't know each other well.

______
4.
The students look forward to coming to classes.

______
5.
Students know exactly what has to be done in our class.

______
6.
New ideas are seldom tried out in this class.

______      7.     All students in the class are expected to do the same work, in the same way and same time.

______
8.
The instructor talks individually with students.

______
9.
Students put effort into what they do in class.

______
10.
Each student knows the other members of the class by their first names.

______
11.
Students are dissatisfied with what is done in the class.

______
12.
Getting a certain amount of work done is important in this class.

______
13.
New and different ways of teaching are seldom used in this class.

______
14.
Students are generally allowed to work at their own pace.

______
15.
The instructor goes out of his/her way to help students.

______
16.    Students 'clockwatch' in this class.

______
17.
Friendships are made among students in this class.

______
18.
After the class, the students have a sense of satisfaction.

______
19.
The group often gets sidetracked instead of sticking to the point.

______
20.
The instructor thinks up innovative activities for students to do.

______
21.
Students have a say in how class time is spent.

______
22.     The instructor helps each student who is having trouble with the work.

______   23. 
 Students in this class pay attention to what others are saying.

______   24. 
 Students don't have much chance to get to know each other in this class.

______   25. 
 Classes are a waste of time.

______   26.
 This is a disorganized class.

______   27. 
 Teaching approaches in this class are characterized by innovation and variety.

______   28. 
  Students are allowed to choose activities and how they will work.

______   29. 
  The instructor seldom moves around the classroom to talk with students.

______   30. 
  Students seldom present their work to the class.

______   31. 
  It takes a long time to get to know everybody by his/her first name in this class.

______   32. 
  Classes are boring.

______   33. 
  Class assignments are clear so everyone knows what to do.

______   34. 
  The seating in this class is arranged in the same way each week.

______   35. 
  Teaching approaches allow students to proceed at their own pace.

______   36. 
  The instructor isn't interested in students' problems.

______   37. 
   There are opportunities for students to express opinions in this class.

______   38. 
   Students in this class get to know each other well.

______   39. 
   Students enjoy going to this class.

______   40. 
   This class seldom starts on time.

______   41. 
   The instructor often thinks of unusual class activities.

______   42. 
   There is little opportunity for a student to pursue his/her particular interest in class.

______   43. 
   The instructor is unfriendly and inconsiderate toward students.

______   44. 
   The instructor dominates class discussions.

______   45. 
   Students in this class aren't very interested in getting to know other students.

______   46. 
   Classes are interesting.

______   47. 
   Activities in this class are clearly and carefully planned.

______   48. 
   Students seem to do the same type of activities every class.

______   49. 
   It is the instructor who decides what will be done in our class.

SCORING THE CLASSROOM CLIMATE INVENTORY

STEP I ‑ Note the underlined items listed in the categories, which appear after Step 2. Determine


and use the appropriate formula for calculation.

For non‑underlined items use this formula:


Number of students who mark strongly agree 
______ X 5 = 
______


Number of students who mark agree
______ X 4 = 
______


Number of students who mark disagree
______ X 2 = 
______


Number of students who mark strongly disagree
______ X 1 =  ______


Number of omitted or invalid marks

______ X 3 = ______  ______________________________



FREQUENCY TOTAL     =    
______

______ =  SCORE TOTAL

ITEM AVERAGE = SCORE TOTAL/FREQUENCY TOTAL

For underlined items use this formula: 


Number of students who mark strongly agree 
______ X 1 = 
______


Number of students who mark agree
______ X 2 = 
______


Number of students who mark disagree
______ X 4 = 
______


Number of students who mark strongly disagree
______ X 5 =  
______


Number of omitted or invalid marks


______ X 3 = 
______








__________________________________


FREQUENCY TOTAL     =         ______             _______
=  SCORE TOTAL

ITEM AVERAGE = SCORE TOTAL/FREQUENCY TOTAL

STEP 2 ‑ use the worksheet below to record items averages in each of the instrument's seven categories.

PERSONALIZATION ‑ emphasizes opportunities for students to interact with the instructor and the instructor's concern for student' personal welfare.

Item 1
Item average  _____

Item 8
Item average  _____

Item 15
Item average  _____

Item 22
Item average  _____

Item 29
Item average  _____

Item 35
Item average  _____

Item 42
Item average  _____

Item 49
Item average  _____

INVOLVEMENT ‑ assesses extent to which students participate actively and attentively in class discussions and activities.

Item 2
Item average  _____

Item 9
Item average  _____

Item 16
Item average  _____

Item 23
Item average  _____

Item 30
Item average  _____

Item 37
Item average  _____

Item 44
Item average  _____

STUDENT COHESIVENESS ‑ looks at the extent to which students know, help and are friendly toward each other.

Item 3
Item average  _____

Item 10
Item average  _____

Item 17
Item average  _____

Item 24
Item average  _____  

Item 31
Item average  _____

Item 38
Item average  _____

Item 45
Item average  _____

SATISFACTION ‑ measures the degree of enjoyment of classes.

Item 4
Item average  _____

Item 11
Item average  _____

Item 18
Item average  _____

Item 25
Item average  _____

Item 32
Item average  _____

Item 39
Item average  _____

Item 46
Item average  _____

TASK ORIENTATION ‑ considers the extent to which class activities are clear and well organized.

Item 5
Item average  _____

Item 12
Item average  _____

Item 19
Item average  _____

Item 26
Item average  _____

Item 33
Item average  _____

Item 40
Item average  _____

Item 47
Item average  _____

INNOVATION ‑ to what extent does the instructor plan new and unusual class activities, teaching techniques, and assignments?

Item 6
Item average  _____

Item 13
Item average  _____

Item 20
Item average  _____

Item 27
Item average  _____

Item 34
Item average  _____

Item 41
Item average  _____

Item 48
Item average  _____

INDIVIDUALIZATION ‑ asks to what extent students are allowed to make decisions and are treated differentially according to ability, interest and rate of working.

Item 7
Item average  _____

Item 14
Item average  _____

Item 21
Item average  _____

Item 28
Item average  _____

Item 35
Item average  _____

Item 42
Item average  _____

Item 49
Item average  _____

