
Methods
This thesis undertook a 
inductive process-tracing 
approach to compare the 
processes surrounding the 
movements around the United 
Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(a human rights claim) and 
the Universal Declaration on 
the Rights of Mother Earth (a 
non-human rights claim). 
Since the timeline and power 
dynamics of these two 
declarations were similar 
besides the rights  rights 
claims, they were a good 
comparison. The processes 
were organized with 
McCann’s2 social movement 
stages.
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Key Findings

The movements were similar in that they involved a framing 
phase and then gained support with transnational advocacy. 
However, there were a few notable differences. The indigenous 
rights movement achieved success first in the international 
sphere whereas the rights of nature movement achieved initial 
success with domestic policies. Second, the rights of nature had 
a clear state leader whereas the indigenous rights movement 
did not. Finally, the indigenous rights movement worked by 
mobilizing around previous laws that related to their 
movement and worked through the established UN channels. 
The rights of nature movement moved towards working outside 
established UN channels. 

These findings begin to fill a gap in the literature and yield 
important insights for nature’s rights movements in the future.

Background
The goal of this thesis was to 
examine how the process of 
legal mobilization (the 
translation of a grievance to a 
rights claim1) looks different 
in a social movement 
surrounding a human right 
versus a social movement 
around a non-human right (or 
a right for some element of 
nature).


